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Daphna BIRENBAUM-CARMELI
daphna@research.haifa.ac.il

Daphna Birenbaum-Carmeli is a medical sociologist in the Faculty of Social Welfare and Health Sciences at 
the University of Haifa, Israel. Her main research interest is the domain of women’s health, with a focus on 
reproduction-related issues: assisted reproductive technologies, power relations and reproductive policies. 
More generally she is interested in the interface of health care and international politics. Another field of 
Birenbaum-Carmeli’s interest is the impact of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict on healthcare in the region, 
especially the Gaza Strip. Birenbaum-Carmeli has published extensively in books and professional journals 
like Social Science and Medicine, Annual Review of Anthropology, The Sociology of Health and Illness . She 
is the author of Tel Aviv North: The Making of a New Israeli Middle Class (Hebrew University Press) and the 
co-editor of Assisting Reproduction, Testing Genes: Global Encounters with New Biotechnologies (with Marcia 
C. Inhorn) and Kin, Gene, Community: Reproductive Technology among Jewish Israelis (with Yoram S. Carmeli), 
both published by Berghahn Books. Her current major project focuses on medical and social egg freezing in 
Israel and the USA.

Publications
Birenbaum Carmeli D., (In press), “Thirty Years of ART in Israel”, Reproductive BioMedicine and Society Online.
Birenbaum-Carmeli D., 2014, “Health journalism in the service of power: ‘moral complacency’ and the Hebrew 

media in the Gaza–Israel conflict”, Sociology of Health & Illness, 36(4): 613–628
Birenbaum-Carmeli D., Carmeli Y.S. (Eds.) 2010, Kin, Gene, Community: Reproductive Technology among 

Jewish Israelis, Oxford and New York: Berghahn Books.
Birenbaum-Carmeli D., Inhorn M. (Eds.) 2009, Assisting Reproduction, Testing Genes: Global Encounters with 

New Biotechnologies, Oxford and New York: Berghahn Books.
Birenbaum-Carmeli D., 2009, “The Politics of ‘The Natural Family’ in Israel: State Policy and Kinship Ideologies, 

Social Science and Medicine, 69: 1018-1024.
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Lucy BLAKE
lb377@cam.ac.uk

Lucy Blake is a Post-Doctoral Research Associate at the Centre for Family Research, University of Cambridge. 
Her research focuses on the family, the quality of family relationships and psychological well-being. Lucy Blake 
is particularly interested in research that explores family relationships from the perspectives of the different 
members of the family, especially those voices that are not typically heard. Her most recent publications have 
explored family relationships and donor conception from the perspective of the child.

Publications
Blake L., Jadva V., Golombok S., 2014, “Parent psychological adjustment, donor conception and disclosure: a 

follow-up over ten years”, Human Reproduction, 29: 2487-96.
Blake L., Zadeh S., Statham H., Freeman T., 2014, “Children’s Perspectives on Relationships in Families Created 

by Assisted Conception”, in Freeman, T., Graham, S., Ebtehaj, F. and Richards, M. (Eds.), Relatedness in 
Assisted Reproduction: Families, Origins and Identities, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Blake L., Casey P., Jadva V., Golombok S., 2013, “I Was Quite Amazed: Donor Conception and Parent-Child 
Relationships from the Child’s Perspective”, Children and Society, 28: 425-437.

Blake L., Casey P., Jadva V., Golombok S., 2012, “Marital Stability and Quality in Families Created by Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies: A Follow-up Study”, Reproductive Biomedicine Online, 25: 678-683.

Blake L., Casey P., Readings J., Jadva V. Golombok S., 2010, “ ‘Daddy Ran Out of Tadpoles’: How Parents Tell 
Their Children that they are Donor Conceived, and What Their 7-year-olds Understand, Human Reproduction, 
25: 2527-34.

Laurence BRUNET
laurence.brunet@free.fr

Laurence Brunet is a legal practitioner, associate researcher at the “Droit, Sciences et Techniques” (“Law, 
Science and Techniques”) research center at University Paris I, and lecturer at Institute d’études judiciaires 
(Institute for Legal Studies) at University Paris Sud (with a focus on civil liberties and fundamental rights). She 
specializes in the impact of science and medicine on the rights of individuals and families.
From 2011 to 2016, she co-led the bi-monthly “Genre, personne et parenté dans l’Assistance médicale à la 
procréation” (“Gender, Personhood and Parenthood in Assisted Reproductive Technologies”) seminar at 
l’EHESS with I. Théry, M. Gross, and J. Merchant. In 2013, she coordinated the legal study commissioned by the 
European Parliament on surrogacy in the European Union (“A Comparative Study on the Regime of Surrogacy 
in EU Member States, Directorate General for Internal Policies, Legal and Parliamentary Affairs”). 

She was also part of the “Filiation, origines et parentalité - Le droit face aux nouvelles valeurs de responsabilité 
générationnelle” (“Filiation, Origins, and Parenthood – Law and New Values Concerning Generational 
Responsibility”) working group, chaired by I. Théry and A.M. Leroyer, that presented a report to the Ministry for 
the Family, and was published by Odile Jacob in 2014. She is also a project leader at the Centre for Clinical 
Ethics at Hôpital Cochin and Hôpitaux Universitaires Paris Centre, and notably provides training through 
several university perinatal programs at Hôpital Béclère and Hôpital Necker.

Publications 
Brunet L., 2016, « Le principe de l’anonymat du don de gamètes en France  : un pilier au socle fragile », in 

Jouannet P. (ed), Procréation, Médecine et Don, Lavoisier, p. 99-117.
Brunet L., 2015, « Les atermoiements du droit français dans la reconnaissance des familles formées par des 

couples de femmes », Revue internationale Enfance, Familles, Générations, 23, p. 71-89.
Brunet L., Sosson J., 2013, « L’engendrement à plusieurs en droit comparé : quand le droit peine à distinguer 

filiation, origines et parentalité », in H. Fulchiron, J. Sosson (dir.), Parentalité, filiation, origines, Bruylant, p. 
31-70.

Brunet L., 2012, « La globalisation internationale de la gestation pour autrui », Travail, genre et sociétés, 28 : 
199-205.

Brunet L., 2012, « Assistance médicale à la procréation et nouvelles familles  : boîte de Pandore ou corne 
d’abondance ? », Revue de droit sanitaire et social, p. 828-838.
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Jérôme COURDURIES
jcourduries@gmail.com

Jerome Courduriès is an anthropologist and senior lecturer at the Université Jean Jaurès (Toulouse, France). 
Since he defended his doctoral dissertation on gay marriage in France, he has focused on gay parenting, and 
is currently conducting research on surrogacy. His scientific interests include issues concerning gender and 
parenthood in contemporary France. He is a member of the ANR ENTHNOPOL Program on the Government 
of Family Formation, and is co-directing with Michelle Giroux (law Professor at the University of Ottawa), a 
Franco-Québécois research project on the transnational use of donors in assisted reproduction techniques 
with donation,.

Publications
Courduriès J., 2016. « Ce que fabrique la gestation pour autrui. Les relations entre la femme porteuse, l’enfant 

et ses parents », Journal des Anthropologues, 144-145.
Courduriès J., Herbrand C., 2014. « Genre, parenté et techniques de reproduction assistées  : bilan et 

perspectives après 30 de recherche », Enfances, familles, générations, 21 : 1-27.
Courduriès J., Fine A. (dir.), 2014. Homosexualité et parenté, Paris : Armand Colin.
Courduriès Jérôme, 2014. « Rompre avec sa famille. Jeunesse, entrée dans l’homosexualité et expérience du 

rejet familial », in Courduriès J., Fine A. (dir.), Homosexualité et parenté, Paris : Armand Colin, p. 45-64.
Courduriès J., 2011. Être en couple (gay). Homosexualité masculine et conjugalité en France, Lyon : Presses 

Universitaires de Lyon.

Hugues FULCHIRON
hugues.fulchiron@univ-lyon3.fr

Hugues Fulchiron is a Professor of law (Agrégé), and serves as the Honorary President of the Université Jean 
Moulin Lyon 3 and vice-president of the International Society of Family Law. He is a Professor at the Université 
Jean Moulin Lyon 3, where he directs the Center for Family Law. He specializes in family law and private 
international law, and is the co-author (with Ph. Malaurie) of a family law manual that has been re-edited several 
times. He is also the director of several collective works on the transformation of marriage and parenthood, 
and has written numerous articles on family law, protecting the vulnerable, European and international family 
law, North African families, nationality, immigration law and fundamental rights. He has been a member of 
l’Institut Universitaire de France since 2014.

Publications
Fulchiron H., Malaurie Ph., 2016, La famille, éd. Defrénois (5ème éd.)
Fulchiron H. (dir.), 2011, Mariage, conjugalité ; parenté, parentalité, Dalloz
Fulchiron H., Sosson J. (dir.), 2013, Parenté, filiation, origine : le droit et l’engendrement à plusieurs, éd. Bruylant
Fulchiron H., 2013, Vers un droit européen de la famille, Dalloz.

Trudie GERRITS
G.J.E.Gerrits@uva.nl

Trudie Gerrits is Assistant Professor in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology at the University of 
Amsterdam (UvA), Netherlands, where she is co-director of the Masters program in Medical Anthropology 
and Sociology (MAS). Most of her research work focuses on infertility and assisted reproductive technologies 
(ARTs), in the Netherlands as well as in African countries. Her most recent research took place in private IVF 
clinics in Ghana, as part of a comparative study examining the transfer to and local appropriation of ARTs in 
sub-Saharan Africa. Her book, Patient-Centred IVF: Bioethics and Care in a Dutch Clinic was recently published 
with Berghahn Publishers in August 2016. Before working at the UvA she worked for 5 years at the Ministry of 
Health in Mozambique.
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Publications
Gerrits T., 2016 (in press), “ARTs in Ghana: Transnational Undertakings, Local Practices and Societal Responses”. 

Special Issue: “IVF: Global Histories”. Franklin S. and Inhorn M. (eds.) Reproductive Biomedicine and Society 
On-line.

Gerrits T. and Hörbst, 2016, “Entrepreneuring Barren Grounds”. In: Manderson, L., Hardon, A. and Cartwright, 
E. The Routledge Handbook of Medical Anthropology (pp 345-350). London: Routledge.

Gerrits T., 2016, “It’s Not My Eggs, It Is Not My Husband’s Sperm, It Is Not My Child”: Surrogacy and ‘Not Doing 
Kinship’ in Ghana”. In: Kroløkke C., Miyong L., Adrian S.W., Thompson T. (eds.) Critical Kinship Studies: 
Kinship (Trans)formed. USA: Rowman & Littlefield.

Gerrits T., 2015, “Introduction. ARTs in Resource-Poor Areas: Practices, Experiences, Challenges and Theoretical 
Debates”. In: Hampshire K., Simpson B. (eds.) Assisted Reproductive Technologies in the Third Phase: Global 
Encounters and Emerging Moral Worlds (pp. 94-104). Oxford: Berghahn Publishers.

Hörbst V., Gerrits T. (2016) “Transnational Connections of Health Professionals: Medicoscapes and Assisted 
Reproduction in Ghana and Uganda”. Ethnicity and Health. Ethnicity & Health, 21(4): 357-374. Gerrits T., 
2014, “The Ambiguity of Patient-Centred Practices: The Case of a Dutch Fertility Clinic”, Anthropology & 
Medicine, 21(2): 125-135.

Martine GROSS
gross@ehess.fr

Martine Gross is a sociologist and research engineer in social sciences (CNRS). Most of her work focuses 
on gay parenting, a topic on which she has also published and/or edited numerous books. She currently 
participates in several joint research programs, including:

•	 Gay Fathers: an international (France, UK, Netherlands) program funded by ANR (The French National 
Research Agency)

•	 Project Devhom: Same-Sex Parenthood, Family Functioning, Child Development and the Socialization 
of Children, funded by the ANR

•	 The Use of Donation in Assisted Reproductive Technologies : a Franco-Québécois Perspective 
and International Comparison, an international program funded by the Law and Justice Research 
Committee (CNRS). 
 
She has also participated in: 

•	 The “Bioethics” working group at Terra Nova, led by Geneviève Delaisi and Valérie Depadt-Sebag 
(2008-2009).

•	 The “Family” working group at the French Socialist Party’s Laboratoire des idées (Ideas Lab), led by 
Gilles Bon-Maury (2010-2011) 

•	 The working group that led to the writing of the « Filiation, origines, parentalité » (“Filiation, Origins, and 
Parenthood”) report, led by IrèneThéry and Anne-Marie Leroyer (2013-2014) 

Publications 
Gross M., 2015, M, « L’homoparentalité et la transparentalité au prisme des sciences sociales: révolution ou 

pluralisation des formes de parenté? » Enfances, Familles, Générations, 23 : i-xxxvii.
Gross M., 2014, Neirinck C., Parents-enfants, vers une nouvelle filiation ?, Paris : La documentation française.
Gross M., 2014, « Les tiers de procréation dans les familles homoparentales », Recherches familiales, 11 : 19-30.
Gross M., 2012, Choisir la paternité gay, Toulouse : Eres.
Gross M., Mathieu S., Nizard S. (eds.), 2011, Sacrées familles ! Changements familiaux, changements religieux, 

Toulouse : Eres.
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Karen M. HVIDTFELDT
hvidtfeldt@sdu.dk

Associate Professor at the Department for the Study of Culture, University of Southern Denmark, Odense, 
Denmark since 2005, her disciplinary expertise is grounded in gender and cultural studies with a general 
interest in understanding modern and late modern culture, as it appears in everyday life as well as in art and 
media. During recent years, she has conducted research on issues related to family and motherhood, and she 
has taken a specific interest in researching the phenomena of transnational surrogacy. She heads the research 
group Cultural Analysis of Health, Reproduction, Gender and the Body that works on the border between 
humanities and health sciences, and examines how cultural analytical methods may be applied to issues 
related to health, disease, identity politics, gender and the body. She has been the Chief Editor of the Nordic 
Academic Journal K&K – Kultur og Klasse since 2012.

Publications
Hvidtfeldt K., 2016, “  ‘All One Needs is a Credit Card.’ Transnational Surrogacy in India on Weblogs and in 

Documentaries”. In: Rozée, V. G. & Sayeed, U. (ed.), Assisted Reproductive Technologies in the Global South 
and North: Issues, Challenges and the Future, Routledge Editions.

Hvidtfeldt K., 2015, “A Baby ‘Made in India’: Motherhood, Consumerism, and Privilege in Transnational 
Surrogacy”. The Motherhood Business: Consumption, Communication, and Privilege. Demo, A., Borda, J. & 
Kroløkke, C. (red.). University of Alabama Press, s. 76-94.

Hvidtfeldt K., 2015, “Documentaries on Transnational Surrogacy in India: Questions of Privilege, Respectability 
and Kinship.” Critical Kinship. Kroløkke C., Myong L., Adrian S., Tjørnhøj-Thomsen T. (ed.). s. 117-132. 

Kroløkke C., Hvidtfeldt Madsen K., 2014, ”Moderskab(elser): Slægtsskabsøkonomier og moderfølelser i 
transnational surrogatmoderskab”. Kvinder, Køn & Forskning. 23, 1/2, s. 70-81.

Hvidtfeldt Madsen K., 2012, “Rugemødre, rejser og nye reproduktionsmetaforer: Weblogs om transnationalt 
surrogatmoderskab”. In Hvidtfeldt Madsen K. og Kroløkke C. (ed). K og K, 113 Fertilitet, Teknologi og 
Globalisering. Aarhus Universitetsforlag, s. 79-100.

Heather JACOBSON
jacobson@uta.edu

Heather Jacobson is Associate Professor of Sociology at the University of Texas at Arlington where she directs 
the Masters in Sociology Program and teaches courses on families, reproduction, and qualitative research 
methods. She is also an affiliated faculty member of the Women and Gender Studies Program. She holds 
a PhD in Sociology from Brandeis University. She is a family sociologist whose research centers primarily 
at the intersection of inequalities and various routes to family formation. She is the author of Labor of Love: 
Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies, published by Rutgers University Press in 2016, and 
Culture Keeping: White Mothers, International Adoption, and the Negotiation of Family Difference, published 
by Vanderbilt University Press in 2008. Her work has been featured on the National Public Radio program 
“Think” and in The Boston Globe, Contexts, Brain Child Magazine and the radio program “Creating a Family: 
Talk about Adoption and Infertility”. She serves on the editorial board of the journal Adoption Quarterly.

Publications
Jacobson H., 2016, Labor of Love: Gestational Surrogacy and the Work of Making Babies. New Brunswick, NJ: 

Rutgers University Press.
Jacobson H., 2014, “Framing Adoption: The Media and Parental Decision-making.” Journal of Family Issues, 

35 (5): 654-676.
Jacobson H., 2009, “Interracial Surveillance and Biological Privilege: Adoptive Families in the Public Eye.” in 

Margaret K. Nelson and Anita Ilta Garey. Nashville (ed.), Who’s Watching?: Practices of Surveillance Among 
Contemporary Families, edited by TN: Vanderbilt University Press, p. 73-93.

Jacobson H., 2008, Culture Keeping: White Mothers, International Adoption, and the Negotiation of Family 
Difference. Nashville, TN: Vanderbilt University Press.

Leiter V., McDonald J., Jacobson H., 2006, “Challenges to Independent Child Citizenship: Immigration, Family, 
and the State.” Childhood: A Global Journal of Child Research, 13 (1): 11-27.
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Vasanti JADVA
vj227@cam.ac.uk

Dr Vasanti Jadva is a Senior Research Associate at the Centre for Family Research, University of Cambridge. 
Her research examines the psychological well-being and experiences of individuals involved in third party 
reproduction, specifically, families created using egg donation, sperm donation and surrogacy, surrogates and 
their families and egg and sperm donors. She is an Affiliated Lecturer at the Department of Psychology and a 
member of the National Gamete Donation Trust’s advisory council.

Publications
Jadva V., Imrie S., Golombok S., 2015, “Surrogate Mothers 10 Years On: A Longitudinal Study of Psychological 

Wellbeing and Relationships with the Parents and Child. Human Reproduction, 30(2) 373-9.
Imrie S., Jadva V., 2014, “The Long-Term Experiences of Surrogates: Relationships and Contact with Surrogacy 

Families in Genetic and Gestational Surrogacy Arrangements”. Reprod Biomed Online.
Jadva V. Imrie S., 2013, “Children of Surrogate Mothers: Psychological Well-being, Family Relationships and 

Experiences of Surrogacy”. Human Reproduction. 29 (1), 90-96.
Jadva V and Imrie S., 2014, “The Significance of Relatedness for Surrogates and Their Families”, in Freeman T., 

Graham S., Ebtehaj F., Richards, M. (forthcoming) Relatedness in Assisted Reproduction: Families, Origins 
and Identities. Cambridge University Press.

Jadva V., 2016, “Surrogacy: Issues, Concerns, and Complexities”, in Golombok S., Scott R., Appleby J.B., 
Richards M., Wilkinson S. Regulating Reproductive Donation. Cambridge University Press.

Anika KÖNIG
anika.koenig@fu-berlin.de

Anika König is a social anthropologist working in the fields of medical anthropology and the anthropology of 
violence. She holds a PhD in Social Anthropology from The Australian National University, an MA in Social 
Anthropology from Freie Universität Berlin and in Sociology from Technische Universität Berlin. Her current 
research, based at Freie Universität Berlin and Universität Luzern (Switzerland), is a multi-sited ethnography of 
intended parenthood in the German-speaking region (mainly Germany and Switzerland). As part of this project 
she has conducted fieldwork with intended parents, surrogates, lawyers, doctors, and agency personnel 
in Germany, Switzerland, and the United States. Prior to this, she conducted long-term fieldwork in West 
Kalimantan, Indonesia, where she investigated large-scale ethnic violence between indigenous Dayaks and 
migrant Madurese in the mid-1990s.

Publications
Bühler N., König A., 2015, “Making Kinship in Switzerland and Beyond: Imaginations and Substances”. 

Sociologus 65:1-10.
König A., 2013, “Smelling the Difference: The Senses and Ethnic Conflict in West Kalimantan, Indonesia,” in C. 

Dureau J. Park, and S. Trnka (ed.), Senses and Citizenships: Embodying Political Life. New York: Routledge, 
p. 120-135.

König A., 2016, “Identity Constructions and Dayak Ethnic Strife in West Kalimantan, Indonesia”. The Asia Pacific 
Journal of Anthropology 17: 121-137.

König A., 2016, “Transnationale Leihmutterschaft” in S. K. Frauenbund (ed.), Leihmutterschaft: gewünscht, 
geliehen, gekauft geschenkt. Luzern: Schweizerischer Katholischer Frauenbund.
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Delphine LANCE
delphine.lance@gmail.com

Delphine Lance is a PhD candidate in anthropology at the École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales 
(EHESS) in Paris. She is currently working on her doctoral dissertation, which focuses on the transnational 
use of assisted reproductive technologies, particularly surrogacy organized in Ukraine and the United States. 
Since she began conducting research for her dissertation, she has spent nine months in Ukraine, and five 
months in the United States. She has also made a documentary, entitled “Paroles des Femmes Porteuses”, 
which followed eight surrogate women in North America. Aside from her research on surrogacy, Delphine 
Lance also teaches courses on the anthropology of health, health and gender, and public health.

Publications
Lance D., Merchant J., 2016, « Règlementer les corps : la gestation pour autrui en Ukraine et aux Etats-Unis », 

Les cahiers de justice, Dalloz.
Lance D., Merchant J., 2016, “Surrogacy in Context: the Ukraine and the United States” in Rozée V., Unisa S., 

Assisted Reproductive Technologies in the Global South and North: Issues, Challenges and the Future, 
London: Routledge.

Lance D., 2017, «  Cartographier le corps  : circulation des fluides et construction de la maternité dans le 
processus de gestation pour autrui », Ethnologie française (à paraître).

Françoise LESTAGE
francoise.lestage@cemca.org.mx

Anthropologist, Professor and Researcher at Paris Diderot University, she has been directing the Center of 
Mexican and Central American Studies (CEMCA) in México since 2014. She has a PhD from the EHESS obtained 
in Paris in 1992 and a HDR from Lille1 University, obtained in 2005. Her research focuses on ethnicity, migration 
and family studies. She is currently working on 1) the intersection of body, reproduction and social inequalities, 
especially within Mexican Assisted Reproduction Techniques circuits and 2) the migrant’s grief and family 
dismantling in the case of migration, particularly the relationship with the Mexican State. 

She has published three books as an author (1999, 2008, 2011), two books with co-author Maria-Eugenia 
OLAVARRIA (2011, 2014), five special issues of reviews (2009, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015) and fifty-four papers and 
book chapters. 

Publications
Lestage F. and Olavarria M.E. (co-publishers), 2014, Adoptions, dons et abandons au Mexique et en Colombie. 

Des parents vulnérables, Paris : L’Harmattan.
Lestage F., 2013, « Les politiques publiques en faveur des citoyens à l’étranger. La gestion de la souffrance des 

migrants mexicains », Problèmes d’Amérique Latine, 89(3) : 69-86.
Lestage F., 2009, Les Indiens mixtèques dans les Californies contemporaines. Migrations et identités 

collectives, Paris : P.U.F.
Lestage F., Lavaud J.P., 2006, «  Les redéfinitions de l’indianité en Amérique Latine. Historique, réseaux, 

discours, effets pervers », Esprit : 42-64.
Lestage F., 1999, Naissance et petite enfance dans les Andes péruviennes. Pratiques, rites, représentations, 
L’Harmattan.

Anne-Marie LEROYER
anne-marie.leroyer@univ-paris1.fr

She is Professor of private law at the Sorbonne Law School (University of Paris 1) and specializes in Family 
Law. She takes particular interest in gender and equality issues. Among other publications, she is the author of 
Droit des successions (Dalloz 2014) and co-authored the report subsequently published, Filiations, Origines, 
Parentalités (Odile Jacob, 2014). :
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Publications
Leroyer A.M., 2011, Droit de la famille, PUF .
Théry I. et Leroyer A.M., 2014, Filiation, origines, parentalité, le droit face aux nouvelles valeurs de responsabilité 

générationnelle, O. Jacob.
Leroyer A.M., 2014, Droit des successions, Dalloz (3e éd.).
Leroyer A.M., 2014, «  L’accès à l’assistance médicale à la procréation  : quelles modalités  ?  », Archives de 

philosophie du droit, Dalloz, p. 425.
Leroyer A.M., 2013, « Une suppression des catégories de père et mère ? », in Théry I.(dir), Mariage de même 

sexe et filiation, éditions de l’EHESS, p. 75.

Hélène MALMANCHE
malmanche@gmail.com

Hélène Malmanche has been a midwife at Les Bluets maternity hospital in Paris since 2011, and she is currently 
a PhD student in sociology at EHESS under the co-direction of Irène Théry and Jennifer Merchant. Her work 
focuses on the development of a socio-anthropology of childbirth, based on ethnographic fieldwork and 
interviews in France, Belgium and North America. By observing pregnancy and childbirth in different cases 
(surrogacy, egg donation, female couples using sperm donation, and “ordinary” sexual conception), her work 
explores the extent to which childbirth is a socially constructed act. By studying the acts, gestures and words 
of the various participants in the child’s birth (parents, donors, and medical professionals), as well as the rites 
and representations surrounding pregnancy and birth, she hopes to develop new distinctions, and shed light 
on the eminently relational aspect of childbirth.

Publications
Malmanche H., Merchant J., 2017, « La gestation pour autrui : vers un effacement de la distinction de sexe ? », 

Questions de communication (forthcoming).
Malmanche H., 2016, Engendrement, enfantement, procréation. Vocation Sage-Femme (forthcoming).
Malmanche H., Petroff E., 2015, « Veiller et agir. Chemin clinique à la maternité des Bluets en 2015 » in Bergeret-

Amselek C. (dir.), Vivre ensemble, jeunes et vieux. Un défi à relever, Toulouse : ERES, p. 135-148. 
Malmanche H., 2014, « La maternité déployée. Du ‘don de gestation’ au don d’enfantement » – Mémoire de 

master de sociologie, EHESS/Paris XIII

Jennifer MERCHANT
Jennifer.Merchant@u-paris2.fr

Jennifer Merchant is a political scientist by training, and Professor at the Université Panthéon-Assas Paris 
II. She is a member of the Center for Research on Political and Administrative Sciences/Centre d’Études et 
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12
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